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Double Up Food Bucks Program Expands its Reach in Year Two
LiveWell’s program will be accessible to more of Colorado’s low-income families, and
support Colorado farmers and the local economy
DENVER — June 22, 2017 — Double Up Food Bucks (DUFB) launched last summer through a
statewide partnership effort led by LiveWell Colorado, Colorado Department of Human Services,
the Colorado Farmers Market Association, Cooking Matters-Colorado, the City of Greeley, and
Boulder County Public Health. The program, which is funded by a U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) grant, enables Coloradans with
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits to receive up to $20 worth of free
locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables per visit, when they use their SNAP dollars at
participating farmers markets and grocers. The USDA FINI grant brought a half a million dollars
of federal funding into Colorado, and is matched by more than $899,000 from 26 partners
committing financial and in-kind support to make this program possible in Colorado.
Thirty-eight farmers markets and farm stand locations, four small retailers, and three weekly
food box programs in 20 counties across the state partnered to provide DUFB in its inaugural
year. The program was received so well, it will double its reach in 2017, adding eight additional
counties, and expanding to 70 farmers markets and farm stands, 10 food box locations, and 10
grocery stores and innovative retailers, including Lowe’s Mercado in Aurora and Food King in
Greeley.
A DUFB year-one evaluation revealed that 90 percent of SNAP customers agreed that the
program helped them buy more fruits and vegetables. Moreover, 81 percent of customers
strongly agreed that they ate more fruits and vegetables and 69 percent agreed that the
program inspired them to try new fruits and vegetables.
Currently, SNAP serves just shy of 500,000 Colorado residents each
month i, providing a critical buffer to food insecurity, helping decrease the
burdens of poverty, supporting positive long-term health outcomes, and
benefitting children ii. Coloradans who receive food stamps are provided
$1.41 per meal or $4.23 per day on average iii, making it challenging to
have enough money to buy food for the whole month.
“There are so many benefits to the DUFB Program. It helps close the
food-spending gap over the entire month, reducing the risk of turning to
unhealthy foods, particularly for children under the age of 18 who
constitute almost half of SNAP participants,” said Gabriel Guillaume,
President and CEO of LiveWell Colorado. “In addition to families taking
home more healthy food, farmers earn more money and the local economy benefits from having
dollars spent locally.”
“At least 50 partners have come together to make Double Up Food Bucks Colorado available,”
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said Wendy Peters Moschetti, LiveWell Colorado Director of Food Systems. “Increasing access
to healthy food for families who are low-income is an integral part of LiveWell Colorado’s
strategic approach to addressing health inequities statewide. We believe providing SNAP
recipients with the ability to purchase more fruits and vegetables is an important step toward
that objective.”
One Colorado resident who has benefited from the program shared, “When I heard about this I
thought it was amazing. Everyone talks about eating right and now here’s an amazing way to
actually do it without spending all of your money on a basket of fruit/vegetables … Thank you!!!!”
Additional DUFB contributors include 1st Southwest Bank, Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield
Foundation, Colorado Health Foundation, Denver Environmental Health, The Denver
Foundation, and Denver Health Foundation.
A map of participating sites can be found at www.DoubleUpColorado.org.
###
LiveWell Colorado (www.livewellcolorado.org) LiveWell Colorado is a statewide nonprofit organization committed to
increasing access to healthy eating and active living by removing barriers that inequitably and disproportionately affect lowincome communities and people of color. LiveWell focuses on policy, environmental, and systems changes that advance
opportunity for healthy behaviors. Working with partners in communities across the state, LiveWell aims to ensure that all
Coloradans live in environments with equitable access to the nourishing food and physical activity they need to be healthy.
Double Up Food Bucks was created by Fair Food Network (www.fairfoodnetwork.org) in 2009. It began at five
farmers markets in Detroit, spread statewide to more than 150 sites across Michigan including grocery stores in one
of the first pilots in the country, and has since become a model for healthy food incentives implemented by
communities nationwide. Today, Double Up programs are active in 20 states nationwide.
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